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AS AMEWORD, ITS YRANSMISSION OR REVE-

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

.

Life in Hungary under the Communist regime is very diffieult. It
is characterized by an atmosphere of insecurity, regimentation.

", gnd bureaucratic red tape. People are frightened and suspicious

of each other; ehildren often report their parents’ activities to
Perty autherities. Very few people willingly support the regime.
The majority of the Hungarian people have finally realized the
emptiness of the Communist promises and from year to year they
have been hoping for liberation from the regime; their hopes are
meinly directed towards the US. Tm September 1951 they subseribed
to the second peace loan with the idea that they would never have
to0 complete payment because 1iberation would come. They still
feel certain it must come socner or lster.

‘ The population of Hungary can be divided into four groups

aceording to their place and stepdard of living in the new

society:

{a) The older gemeration, former government employees, high
officers, intellectuals, priesis, and gentry are the least
favored elements. The regime considers them politieally
unrelisble and useless. They are unhappy, impoverished,
frightened, and insecure. fheir attitnde toward the regime
and the conditions under which they have to live is that of
resignetion. Excepted here are those whe have declared =
themselves for the regime and proven thelr loyalty. ‘The
CP is eager to enlist into i%s ranks members of this
group who are outstanding intellectuals, as well as other
individuals who could be used as examples toc the masses’
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e, (b) Industrial workers and white collar employees make up another
- group which i1s dissatisfied with the regime. The industrial
workers are the worst pald employees and they are dissatisfled

=~ with low wages, the Stakhanovite methods (which were intensified
in 1951), and the proposed introductlon of the "decade” work
period. Under this system, instead of working 48 hours per six
days, they would have to work 10 days before taking one day off.
The workers feel thab they have been explolted and petrayed by
the regime which promised them a workers ! paradise. They cannot
strike; they can neither choose their place of work nor leave
their Jobps without special permissicn of the government,

(s) Parmers constitute the third population group, Although they are
dissatisfied with high taxes, govermment pressure to Join
agricultural cocperatives, and the uncertainty of their earnings
28 members of sosperatives, they llve under bebter conditions than

any other grou in Humgary because they are fayvored by the 50X1
government

() The fourth group, comprised of CP members, young people, soldiers
and young officers, is the group which supporis the regime. The
regime is peaying the greatest attamtion to the youth of the
country, and workers' and farmers' <hildren are given preference -
over chiildres of the bourgesisie. This grouwp of pro~regime
individuals 48 in the minority, but it 1s very activé im working
for the Comsunist Party.

»

3, There is Jittle soclal 1life in Hungary as compered to pre-World War II

days. Organizabional meetings, lectures, and conferences leave the

_ people almost no leisure. The pollcy of the regime is t0 keep every-

" body busy. Citizens are urged to Join the following organizations:
the Hungerisn Red Croas, the Filghters for Freedom, the organization
named "Ready for Work snd for Battle", the Hungarian-Sovieb Friendship
Soclety, the Hungsrian Democratic Youth Organlzation (p1sz), and the
Hungarlan Women's Demccratlic Organizatilon. Children from six to 14
are urged to Join the Ploneer Orgsnization. In addition, all employed
persons must belomg o 2 trade union,

4, “The Hungarian worker is dissatisfied with the over-organization of
his free time. BResides having to belong to a trade union and belng
urged to Join the orgmnizations meptioned above Afara 3], he is also
asked to Jjoin the Free Nation Priendship Circles {8zabad Nep Barati
Koeroek), discussion groups which talk over internal and external
politics for ome hour a week., If he belongs to the Pighters for
Preedom (Szabadsag Harcos Szervezet), more of his free time is taken
up learning how to use and repair radios and cars. This organization
a1s0 teaches Morse code as well as marEsmanship., The worker 1s also
urged to try for membsrship in the Communiet Party { the Hungarisn
Workers Party - Magyar Dulgozok Partja - MDF). Workers are entitled
to 12 days leave per year. Workers get credlt for the years they have
been employed; for every three years of work up to 1945, a worker 1s
entitled to one extra day of vacation and for every two years he has
worked since 1945, he gets one extra day. Thus if a psrson had been
working since 1939, in 1952 he would be entitled %o a vacation of 17
days. The maximum vacation pericd le 48 days & year, Trade unions
have their own rest aress where workers may spend thelr vacations.
The cost is low and railroad fare to the rest area ig free. In order
to tighten its control over employees of all kinds, the regime introduced,
in Pebruary 1952, a "worker's book" (Munka koenyv) which is kept by
the employer; a worker may not get a Job without it. The book is not
given to the worker when he is reassigred, but is transmitted by the
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. menagement with remarks on the worker's @fficiency, political

.

“peliability, etc. Penslons were abolished in December 1951 and an
0ld age insurance system was set up for all employees beginning in

952; this system does not apply to pensioners, and the aged
unemployed Under this system the employee pays one and one-half
per jcent of his salary toward the old age insurance which entitles
hi?/to 30 per cent of his wages upon retipement.

THé average monthly wage of the Hungarian industrial worker 1is
500-800 forints per month. Construction workers are the best pald
laborers; they earn from 800 to one thousand forints per month. The

 following are some examples of monthly wages (in forints):

Minlsger. in the - government - Maximum salary - three thousand.

Government employee - up to 1,500,

Army lieutenant - two thouaand

Universlty professor - 1,500-2,500,

Physiclian (beginning salary) - T00,

Chemist in a factory laboratory - 800 to one thousand.

Head doetor -~ 1,500-1,800,

District doctor - 1, 100 1,300,

Sales clerk in government stores - 500-800.

Barber (with tips, which are not supposed to exlst but which
averyhody gets) - 1,500,

‘Waiter in govermment restaurants (with tips) - 1,200-1,500,.

Tailor - cone thousand,

Shoemaker (only sbout 50-60) - 800 to one thousand. ,

Streetear. conductor (mostly women) - 500 K

Soldier (EM) - 60, o

Factory cnnmiﬂt - ] 100-2,500,

Resaarch@r in an 1nat1tute -~ 1,100 to three thousand.

The cost ~f 1living is extremely high and salarles are inadequate to
malntain the pre-World War II standard of living. Purchasling power
is based on the black market dollar rate of 50 forints whereas the
official rate is 13 forints. Below is the yearly budget (in forints)
of an indngtrlal worker and his wife, who is also employed. They
each ear: GO0 forints per month; a total of 14,400 per year., They
have no ahlldren,

Item Cost Per Month Cost Per Year
One room epartment without 70 8ho

bath. (One room apartments
with kitchen and bath cost
about 150 per month.)

Electricity and gas 6 T2 :

Fuel (wood and eccal), which 600
must be ordered in March to

'2at it delivered in October)

0 per 100 kgs. This may be
paid in inastsllments.

Radio tax 12 144
- Union dues - 1% per cent of 216

wages. '

Subseription to Szabad Nep 1 12

(Hungarian Workers Party
newspaper tc which everyone
muet subscribe).
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Item Cost Per Month Cost Per Year , E;
Membership in the Soviet- 2 2h ‘
Hungarien Friendshlp Soclety
Subspriptibn to the Soviet- 13 oo a8
Hungarlsn Friendship Soclety
paper, UJ Vilag.
0ld age pension - 13 per cent 216
of wages. i
Subseription to second - 900
government Peace Loan of 1951 -
150 per cent of one month's
galary, which may be paid in
monthly installments. A,
Tooth paste (three forints per 36
tube) and soap.
Food 1,200
: Total: 10,27

These expenditures do not include such things as elothing, recreation,
vacation or household furmnishings, Furnituwe 18 very expensive; a
bed-couch combination costs 2,500 forints, a chair 50 forints, an
ordinary table 300 forints, and a wardrobe three thousand forinsts,
Linen for sheets Gests 50 forimts a meter (140 om wide); there is only
one guality available. Dishes and kitohen utenslls are algo very
“expengive. The most Popular. form of entertainment is the movies; they
are shown in Russian, Czech, Polish, and ‘French as well as in Hungarian.
The cheapest movie seat is 1,50 forints .per person. A haircut 1is

four forints, a weekly streetecar ticket six forints and commuters’
tiockets on the train about 10 forints per week. i

7. Food is also expensive, ~The best produce, such as eggs, frult, beef,
lard, and bacon, 18 exported to the USSR, East Germany, and Czechoslovakla
leaving only inadequate amounts of imferior .quality for domestlc
consumption, Food rationing was discontinued in February 1952. A list
of food prices follows: .

. ikem |  Cost.in Forints
Beef per kg | \ 24
Veal per kg 24
Pork per kg 28
Chicken - live weight per kg ’ 30
Bread (dark)

Until December 1951 per kg 1,80

In February 1952 per kg 2,80
Sausage per kg 65
Bacon per kg 60 (black market

only)

Milk (watered) per liter . 3.60
Butter per kg 66
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. - Item _ Cost in Forints
« yhsﬁgar (cube) - ' ’ .;3.&0
iQr%zulated heeﬁfsﬁgéffﬁer kg iy 12 é
CQ?Yed‘ham per kg , 65 '
Flour per kg , 46
fee (gﬂzlmber 1951 ‘ 2.20
A In season ‘ ‘ 1.50
Vinegar per liter | 10-15
‘éalt~bar kg 3-5
Paprika per kg l 70
Potatoes per kg (emall and of poor quality) 1.80
Coffee (roasted) per kg 210
Raw coffee per kg ' 350
Black pepper per kg ' ’ 1,200
Green peas in aoasonlﬁér kg 2
Green beans per kg 2.
Dried beans per kg §
Qraen peppers per kg L
Tomatoas,in season per kg 1

Frult is rare and of poor guality., Much of it is exported to East
@Germany &nd Czechoslovakip. - ‘

‘HMelon in season per g ; 1,50
Plums per kg : 2
Apples per kg 10-15

Oranges (imported from south Russia -
‘not avallable in 1951)

Lemons per kg (imported from south Russia) 21

'chocolate per 10 depgagrams i . | ;3.50

Lumch in factory restaurant : ' .3

"~ (poor quality - 1ittle fat) .

Small cup of céfraé ‘ 2.80
"‘Apble ple per piece 1-2

Cake (%torte) per piece . ' 2,50-~3.50
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.~ Alcohollc drinks are very expensive and scarce, Nevertheless people,
“~especially workers, drink a lot.

~, Ltem Cost in Forints
Ordi%nary wine per liter . . 20
Co@ﬁac (domestic) per liter 60-80
Corn brandy per liter . 50
Beer (one three deciliter glass) 1.80
Kossuth cigarettes (the cheapest) per package - 25-30

The following.is a 118t of prices of clothing, textiles and other
miscellaneous articles:

Item Cost in Forints
Worker's sult (cheap, poor gquality) 800
Pair of worker's shoes 240 up
One shirt | ' 80
Palr of“socks 13
Sult of underwear (poor quality) 20
Handkerchief (colored) 18
White handkerchief 28-30
Poplin per m 80-90
Zephyr cloth for skirts per m Lo
Cloth of 40 per gent wool (poor quality) per m 90
Flannel per m : 50
Face soap per kg 50
Laundry per 10 decagrams 3.60
8. 50X1

| The first five year plan loan was initiated in

1949, Government employees and workers wvere asked to subscribe at

‘Jeast one monthis salary; people did not subscribe as much as had

been expected. In the 1950 and 1951 peace lcan drives, people were 50X1
asked to contribute six week's salary.

Q. The policy of the Communist Regime is to natlconalize everything. The
regime tries to discourage independent businessmen,but there 2a’e still
a few independent tradesmen such as shoemakers (there were only 50-00
left in lLiudapest and they have a difficult time getting leather),
watchmakers who ind it almost impossible to obtain spare parts.
tallors who have a difficult time pgetting textiles. cofi'ee shop and
tavern opoprntors, ete, I thery hire employees, they must pay them
wagen which ave (ixed by the government; they have to pay £ the
empioveeal heglth insurance. In addition, they must pay & sales Lax
and an income tgx. (Covernment erployees do not inive to pay income
tax as thelr ralavien are s=Jdjusted to ir~luie 1t.) The taxes are due
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monthly and delay in payment is punishable by a flne,
; 50X1
50X1
50X1

1 Tn . June 1947 apartment houses and most shops were
nationalized., On 17 Feb 52 all houses contalning more tham six rooms
were natlionallzed. Private ownershlp of houses with six rooms or more
1s permitted only when the owner's professlional work requires it. One
room and a kitchen for two people are considered adequate., If a
person's house had extra rooms (by government standards), they had to
be pented. Rente are pald to KIK (Koezueleti Ingotlanokat Kezeloe
Vallalat). People living in houses with gardens pay rent in kind
(ggga,Jchigkens, etp).F‘f

50X1
L*HH&IIgsTisoc*ffﬁﬁﬁandrit were
were nacvionallze n June L3 only o one ous Torints were '

pald as compensation to each'private car owner. By February 1952 + 50Xt
gasoline was practically unobtainableyand the only people allowed

pr%vate carg were Kossuth Lajos Prize winners and other dilstinguished
cltizens. - ‘ .

50X1

Many public buildings are being constructed in Budapest; new street

car lines have been bullt, and the subway, which 1s one of the prides

of the city, 1s beling expanded. There has been no consiriotidn or
rebullding of houses or aspartments; nor have hotels along the Danube -
been rebullt.

Hungarlans are required to carry three kinds of‘identiricationvpdpers:

one which was introduced in February 1951, showing place of employment,
another for persogal ldentiflcation, and one showing place of

residence, Specisl permlits are needed to move to Budapest, 3zegdd,
Miskole, and Gyoer, Citizens may travel freely throughout Hungary

exocept in the Yugoslav border region where special permlssion is required.

Rallroads are mostly double~track, Trains run falrly regularly;
however, the coal¥ shortage often causes stoppage in service, In the
Winter of 1951-52, only the children's car was heated. The equipment

is kept in good condition. Government employees are entitled to half
fere, In the Summer of 1951 there was an accldent between Szekesfehervar
gndtﬁflaton in which 20@ people were killed; no publlelty was glven

o is,

Electlon of government.officlals 1s supposed %o occur every three
years; the last time, however, such an election took place was in 1947,
At that time the block trustees posted a list of those eliglble to
-vote in every housge; ehemies of the people, prostitution house owners;
and criminale were not allowed to vote, On election day the polls
were open from OTCO to 2000, Voting instructions had been broadcast
before election day. The voter firat had to ldentify hlmself before

a commlittee; then he entered the booth where there Wss a pencll, an
envelope and a list of Communist Party candldates. A cross was put
next to the name of the candidate that the voter wanted to have elected,
The ballot wams then placed in the €éhvelope, sealed, and dropped into
the ballot box; 1f the envelope was not sealed, the ballot was asuto-
matically void. In 19%0 a vote was held to get approval of the five
year plan. If a person approved, he folded the sheet, placed it in
the ehvelope, sealed 1t, and dropped 4% in the dox. If the voter
disapproved he could put a cross at the bottom of the balliot, but
there were many people who did not know how to vote agsainst the plan.
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14, All the churches arecopen and there are still some monastic orders,

"™ put the properties of the religlous orders were confiscated. There
is no interference with religious worshlp. There is no anti-Semitiem
as compared to former years; however, there 18 a tacit resentment
against the Jews because many of them are top yank Communists. Many
people secretly blame them for the troubles of Communism.

;
g

-end-
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